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Tobacco Screening and Cessation Documentation 

This lesson covers the required documentation to meet the MIPS #226 
Tobacco Screening and Cessation quality measure.   
 
The patient must have 2 EM visits or 1 preventative visit in the reporting 
period. 
 
New for 2024:  Screening age reduced from 18 to 12 years. 
 
Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for 
tobacco use one or more times during the measurement period AND who 
received tobacco cessation intervention during the measurement period or in 
the six months prior to the measurement period if identified as a tobacco user. 
 
Three rates are reported: 
 
a. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for 
tobacco use one or more times during the measurement period 
 
b. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were identified as a 
tobacco user during the measurement period who received tobacco cessation 
intervention during the measurement period or in the six months prior to the 
measurement period 
 
c. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for 
tobacco use one or more times during the measurement period AND who 
received tobacco cessation intervention during the measurement period or in 
the six months prior to the measurement period if identified as a tobacco user 
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1. Under Clinical Profile, select Health Maintenance. 

2. Click + ADD SMOKING STATUS. 

3. The date will automatically default to the current date. 

4. Smoking Tobacco: Select the appropriate radio button to document the 
smoking status. 
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5. If the patient is a current smoker, enter the Pack Years (number of years the 
patient has smoked multiplied by the number of packs per day. 

6. Use the calendar widget to enter the date the patient Started Smoking.  
7. If the patient is a former smoker, use the calendar widget to enter the date the 
patient Stopped Smoking. 

8. Smokeless Tobacco:  Select the appropriate radio button to document the 
smokeless tobacco status. 

9. Use the calendar widget to enter the date the patient Started Smokeless 
Tobacco. 
10. If the patient is a former user of smokeless tobacco, use the calendar widget to 
enter the date the patient Stopped Smokeless Tobacco. 
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11. Vaping:  Select the appropriate radio button to document the vaping status. 

  
Note:  Vaping status is not included in the MIPS Tobacco quality measure 
denominator or numerator; providers may choose to document for their records.  

12. Use the calendar widget to enter the date the patient Started Vaping. 

13. If the patient is a former user of smokeless tobacco, use the calendar widget to 
enter the date the patient Stopped Vaping. 
14. Click Save. 
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15. To document cessation counseling, click . 

16. Use the calendar widget to enter the date for Tobacco use cessation 
counseling. 

17. Select the radio button that corresponds with the Time with patient. 
18. Click Save. 

 

 

If the patient is a current smoker or user of smokeless tobacco, 
the patient must receive either cessation counseling or a 
prescription to meet the quality measure.  
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Instead of cessation counseling, this quality measure can be 
met by prescribing a medication to help the patient quit 
smoking. 

  
19. Click Medications. 
20. To enter the prescription, click Orders. 

 

21. Type in the name or partial name of the drug. 
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22. Select medication from the drop-down list. 

 

23. Enter all required fields for the prescription and click OK. 

 

If the patient is screened as a smoker or smokeless tobacco 
user during future visits, the medication will need to be refilled 
or verified during the visit to meet the measure. 

  
 
 

 

Limited life expectancy is an exclusion for this measure, this 
can be documented by adding terminal illness to the Problems 
list. 

  

24. Click Add Problem. 

25. Enter terminal illness. 
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26. Enter Date of Diagnosis. 

27. Click Save. 
 

 

  

28. Under Clinical Profile, click Add Care plan. 

 

The Clinical Quality Exceptions Care Plan can be used to 
document a medical reason for not performing cessation 
counseling.  
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29. Select Clinical Quality Exceptions. 
30. Click Save. 

31. Click to open Tobacco Use Cessation Counseling. 

32. Use the calendar widget or click TODAY to enter the Decision Date. 
33. Click to open Medical Reasons. 
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34. Click the checkbox (boxes) for the Medical Reasons for the exception. 

35. Click SAVE. 
 
This concludes the lesson for MIPS #226 Tobacco Screening and Cessation 
Documentation Quality measure. 
 


